
An International Education

Ellesmere College is a fully co-educational school  
set in the beautiful English countryside
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2 | Who We Are

Ellesmere College  
– an international education
Ellesmere College is a fully co-educational school set in the beautiful English countryside.

Founded in 1884, the school offers students between the ages of 7 to 18 the chance to 
achieve success in both their studies and a wide range of activities, including music, ar t,  
sport and drama, in a happy, friendly atmosphere.

Great Britain has a world-wide reputation for its high standards of education and here at 
Ellesmere College we support that tradition by concentrating on the academic and social 
needs of every student.

We prepare students for their GCSEs, A-Levels and the International Baccalaureate as well  
as giving them the opportunity to enjoy a full and varied sports and social programme.

Standing in its own stunning grounds covering more than 63 hectares, the school is 
conveniently located near the small, historic town of Ellesmere, and is less than  
100 kilometres from both of England’s second major cities, Manchester and Birmingham.

This ideal location means students can benefit from the vast range of activities both cities  
have to offer whilst living and studying in a tranquil English country setting.

• Liverpool

• Cardiff

• Manchester

• Nottingham
• Birmingham

• London

Ellesmere
Distance from London: 289km 
Distance from Manchester: 98km 
Distance from Liverpool: 85km 
Distance from Cardiff: 215km 
Distance from Nottingham: 144km 
Distance from Birmingham: 99.7km
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Academic Choices

At Ellesmere College we believe it is not enough just to 
make sure that our students are successful at passing exams – 
important though this is – but that they also get the best of all 
that a British education can offer.  We aim to provide subjects 
which appeal to all of our students’ interests and academic 
strengths, while keeping class sizes small.

Age 15+
School Year 11 
We offer students with 
limited English an intensive 
one year English Language 
Programme. Leading to a 
GCSE or IGCSE in English, 
Maths and Science. Other 
subjects will be studied but 
not to examination level, such 
as Introduction to Economics, 
Introduction to Geography – 
and these will fur ther support 
the development of academic 
English skills.

Age 16-18 
Years 12-13 
The IB course is also another 
way into British universities 
and is also helpful if students 
are hoping to study overseas.  
It offers a broader programme 
of study than A-Levels. 
Students will take six subjects 
– three at a standard level  
and three at a higher level.

Age 15+ 
School Year 11 
This course is designed for 
those with a good level 
of English, as students will 
join mainstream classes 
and study alongside native 
English speakers for most 
subjects.  The course 
includes English, Maths, 
Science, and Economics as 
a separate one year course. 
There is the opportunity 
to continue either French, 
Spanish, or German if the 
student is already competent 
in these languages.

Age 16+ 
Years 12-13 
A-Levels have been the basis 
of assessment for University 
entrance in the UK. Students 
will choose 3 to 4 A-Levels, 
those from outside the EU 
will do 3 A-Levels plus the 
English qualification, IELTS 
– which is required for 
university entrance.

Age 14-16 
School Years 10-11 
Students study a maximum 
of 10 subjects at GCSE Level, 
spread over two years. English, 
Mathematics and Science  
are compulsory. 
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		85% of students achieve their first choice place in a wide spectrum of courses  
 and universities. 
		Over 60% of all grades awarded to Ellesmere students were in the top A★ to B grades.
		University destinations include:

 Oxford Imperial College London Cambridge 
New York School of  Visual Arts University College London Edinburgh 
Chicago School of Art Kings College London

Fast Facts

English –  
Intensive Language 
Development

International 
Baccalaureate Pre Sixth LevelA-Levels GCSE 
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4 |  English Language Support

English Language Support

Our aim at Ellesmere College is to make sure that international 
students learn far more than the ability to communicate in English.  
Specialist teachers offer a variety of individual programmes to  
help every student develop a depth of understanding, enabling  
each to get the most from their studies.
 
English as an Additional language (EAL)
Our specially-trained teachers work closely with students who need to increase their  
English level as quickly as possible. Each student is supported with classes in small groups  
to develop their English speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. For some students,  
this means small group sessions are offered instead of some mainstream lessons if staff  
believe it will be of greater benefit.

 
International English Language Testing System (IELTS)
IELTS is the preferred English language qualification of all UK universities. In Years 12 and 
13 students have group and one-to-one tuition to prepare them for the exam. To study the 
International Baccalaureate at Ellesmere College an IELTS score of 5.5 across all areas is the 
minimum standard needed with the required IELTS score of 5.0 across all areas for A-Levels.
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Accommodation

Ellesmere College provides a friendly and warm environment with 
family values at its heart. Students from many countries are all part  
of our boarding community, becoming fully involved in school life. 
Our modern accommodation provides a high quality, comfortable 
and secure environment for our students, with residential staff on 
site to tend to the students’ needs 24 hours a day.  

There is a close liaison between the boarding and teaching staff to ensure a continuity of care 
at all times. There are a variety of rooms within the boarding house, the majority of which 
are single and twin, with en-suite options. Wi-Fi internet connection is available throughout 
the school. Our students also have access to a common room and TV lounge, which offer a 
comfortable and safe environment in which students can relax. 

Catering 
The College provides hot meals at breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, for all students, ensuring that 
they benefit from a nutritious and healthy 
diet every day, including weekends. Our large 
dining area is the social hub of the school 
and we make it our duty to ensure a variety 
of foods are served. In addition there are 
catering facilities within each boarding house. 

Accommodation, Catering and Home From Home  | 5

English Language Support

Home from Home 
From the day a child star ts at Ellesmere 
College they are assigned to one of our 
boarding houses where Housemasters and 
Housemistresses support the younger and 
new students. Our long term experience 
with such a diverse community means that 
our staff are fully accustomed to welcoming 
students from overseas, helping them to 
settle in happily, and to quickly feel at ease 
with school life. 

Within this rich mix of people, students 
come to see themselves as global citizens 
who enjoy getting to understand different 
cultures. Living together at Ellesmere, they 
engage with each other’s language, food and 
traditions as part of their daily life. Events 
and projects that involve friendly competition 
between the Houses build bonds across the 
school years. 
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Student Support

We believe that school events  
and trips are vitally important 

 in an all-round education

6 | Student Support

House Mentors
Sixth Form students are selected as Prefects by staff to represent all our pupils. One of the 
Prefect’s many roles is to help younger or newer students settle in to school life and help with 
any day to day problems or questions. Selected by the School on their leadership skills this 
role is ideal for those who want to take on extra responsibility and provide themselves with 
opportunities which will support their university applications. Head Boy and Head Girl positions 
are also elected in this way.

 
Personal Tutors
All students are assigned a personal tutor who is responsible for the academic and social  
welfare of a particular class. When students have to make academic choices at GCSE, A-Level,  
IB or for University entrance, they each get individual support and advice from our University 
Entrance Team. The teachers and staff are always on hand to discuss and advise pupils on any 
problems or questions they may have. 

 
Student Welfare 
Housemasters, Housemistresses and Tutors are responsible for each student’s pastoral care.  
A school nurse looks after our pupils’ medical needs. In the event of a more serious medical or 
dental problem the nurse will arrange for the student to see a doctor or be taken to a hospital.
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Social Programmes

We recognise that building a sense of community and family  
within Ellesmere College is important to our students, especially  
as the school is their “home away from home”. We encourage 
students to develop their social skills and build self confidence.

We believe that school events  
and trips are vitally important 

 in an all-round education

Sports and Clubs

Sport and team games play an important role in physical and 
mental development. We provide physical education in the 
curriculum as well as opportunities to play competitive sport 
during and after school.
A large number of sports programmes and clubs are available so that all pupils can find 
something to suit their particular tastes. Whether joining in the fun during the summer in  
the swimming pool, or spending evenings at our onsite gymnasium, the students benefit  
from the fresh air and physical fitness.

Social Programmes / Sports and Clubs  | 7

Sports Include: 

There are also many school clubs outside the  
curriculum that challenge children mentally.

	Basketball 
 Football 
 Netball 

 Badminton 
 Cricket 
 Golf 

 Rugby 
 Swimming 
 Pentathlon 

 Tennis 
 Hockey 
	Target Sports

 Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
 Debating 
 Combined Cadet Force (CCF) 
 Drama Club 

 Music Lessons 
 Photography 
 Green Team 
 Choir 

 
Excursions and Events 
At Ellesmere College we believe that school events and trips are vitally important in the  
all-round education of our students. We regularly take advantage of the stunning backdrop  
that our local area provides with visits to nearby towns and cities, both for study and leisure. 

Our teachers and staff are all committed to strengthening our sense of community,  
embracing the international heritage of our students who come from many countries.  
School trips abroad are organised to complement our local outings, helping to create  
a wider understanding of the world.

 Orchestra 
 Chess Club 
 Arts Award
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The Arts at Ellesmere 
The Arts Award programme aims to promote the ar ts both 
within Ellesmere College and throughout the wider community. 

The Arts Award covers the established performing ar ts of dance, drama and music and the 
traditional visual ar ts of drawing, painting and sculpture as well as more modern media such as 
film making, sound recording and digital photography. 

Scholarships are available to gifted and talented students in the performing, visual and media 
ar ts. Regular master classes by visiting experts and taking part in national competitions and 
festivals give students the opportunity to fur ther develop their talents beyond the very wide 
opportunities available within the school.

Students involved in the Arts Award regularly experience varied ar tistic workshops by visiting 
professionals, while ‘The Edge’ Sixth Form talks give our students the chance to listen to the 
advice and experience of successful ar tists. The annual concert, coordinated by the pupils,  
gives all musicians, budding thespians and poets, from Year 9 upwards, a chance to present  
their own original work.

Students involved in the Arts Award  
regularly experience varied artistic workshops  

by visiting professionals

8 | The Arts at Ellesmere
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Sport Development Programmes 

Rugby 
 Ellesmere has a tradition of producing  
 exceptional players who go on to represent  
 National Teams. 

 Professional coaching is led by former  
 professional rugby players. 

 Players also attend Worcester Warriors,  
 Sale Sharks and Leicester Tigers  
 professional rugby academies.

Tennis 
 Professional LTA qualified coaches deliver  
 a fully structured programme to inspire  
 young tennis players. 

 Students have access to first class facilities  
 at Ellesmere and at the Shrewsbury Club,  
 where they can enjoy 6 Indoor performance  
 courts and 4 clay courts. 

 National finalists for the last five years  
 and winners of the AEGON Senior  
 Student championships, academy players  
 have represented TeamGB at the  
 World Championships.

Shooting
 The shooting academy helps talented young  
 marksmen and women to realise their  
 ambitions in the national arena. 

 Our coaching team of current and previous  
 World Championship winners, provide the  
 support for students wishing to progress in  
 the sport. 

 The academy consistently produces students  
 who go onto to represent their country  
 and TeamGB in International competitions.

Cricket 
 Qualified English Cricket Board (ECB)  
 professional coaches provide cricket  
 throughout the year for both girls and boys.

 Students can access excellent facilities  
 and the latest technology to improve  
 their performance.  

 Ellesmere are current winners of the  
 Woodard Schools Cricket Festival and  
 players regularly represent National squads  
 in both boys and girls cricket.

Sports Development Programmes  | 9

Golf 
 The Golf Academy offers students the  
 chance to combine their ability and passion  
 for golf with their academic studies. 

 Our PGA Master Professional leads the 
 academy and brings his experience of 
 coaching current PGA professional players 
 and England squads. 

 Students can access excellent facilities  
 including a challenging 9 hole golf course  
 on campus and two 18 hole golf courses  
 at Hawkstone Park. 

Swimming 
 Our centre for swimming excellence is  
 home to The Titans, who compete in the  
 Speedo North West League. 

 Academy coaching is led by former World  
 and European Championship swimmers. 

 Swimmers regularly compete in  
 National Championships.
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Ellesmere Summer 
English & Activity Centre
Ellesmere College is working in close partnership with  
the world-famous International House London, to offer an 
exciting English summer camp designed to give your child  
a taste of life at Ellesmere and intensive English classes, 
combined with amazing excursions and fun activities. 

 The option of a 1, 2, 4 or 5-week stay at 
Ellesmere College. 

 15 lessons per week of dynamic, engaging 
and stimulating English lessons at all levels.

 Two communicative and fun activities 
each day designed to build confidence, 
teamwork and friendship.

 Two full-day and three half-day excursions 
per fortnight, to favourite tourist 
attractions around Britain.

 Supervision by fully qualified and vetted 
staff, 24 hours a day.

 Time all together every day with house 
meetings, so everyone knows what is 
happening.

10 | Ellesmere Summer English & Activity Centre

Contact us for more help and support: 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7611 2400  Email: sales@ihlondon.com 
www.ihlondon.com/ellesmere

Teaching Ratio 
 1:15 teaching ratio 
 1:8 night-time ratio for 12-17 year olds 
 1:5 night-time ratio for 8-11 year olds

English Plus Age 12-17
This option will focus on building your English 
to its best possible level.
 Speaking with more confidence  
 Vocabulary builder 
 Preparing to study in the UK 
 An introduction to boarding school

English Active Age 12-17
This option will develop your skills in an 
activity you are already passionate about, 
or try something new. We use professional 
coaches to teach these activities and the 
results are extremely impressive: 

Choose from:  
 Swimming 
 Tennis 
 Football 
 Dance 

 Watersports 
 Outdoor adventure 
 Basketball 
 Horseriding 
 Golf

Discover English Age 8-11
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Academic Success  | 11

Academic Success 

KAMILYA SALINA   A★ A★ A

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING  
AT WARWICK UNIVERSITY

JULIA SCHUSTER  38 POINTS (IB)

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT   
AT KINGS COLLEGE LONDON

JOE HUGHES   AAA

MEDICINE  
AT SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY

MIGLE KOCYTE   AAB

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE  
AT KING’S COLLEGE LONDON

DANIEL KRUCZEK   A A B B

ECONOMETRICS  
AT ERASMUS UNIVERSITY, ROTTERDAM

BOBBY ORR   A★A★AA

HISTORY  
AT EXETER UNIVERSITY

RAPHAELA RING  38 POINTS (IB)

ECONOMICS  
AT NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY

MIKE PAN   A★A★ B

CIVIL ENGINEERING  
AT MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY 
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Ellesmere College, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9AB   T: 01691 622 321    

E: registrar@ellesmere.com   www.ellesmere.com   Like us     facebook.com/EllesmereColl   Follow us     @ellesmerecoll

Academic Success 

NINA HANDZEWNIAK   A★A★A★A★

MEDICINE  
AT OXFORD UNIVERSITY

LUKE CALDECOTT    AAA

ECONOMICS WITH POLITICAL SCIENCE  
AT BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY

JUSTIN GU   A★ A A

ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE  
AT CITY (LONDON)

ZOE LIN   A★ A★ A

CIVIL ENGINEERING  
AT IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON

ROBERT GEREKE   34 POINTS (IB)

ENGINEERING 
AT BRAUNSCHWEIG UNIVERSITY

PATRICK O’BRIEN   AAA

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING  
AT NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY

BEATRICE QUINTON   A★AA 

CLASSICS  
AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

MICHAL ZARZECKI   43 POINTS (IB)

MEDICINE  
AT  JAGIELLONIAN UNIVERSITY KRAKOW 
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